
If you like making things go “boom” and you’re about to take advantage of the new state 
law and light off some fireworks, you might want to read this before you shoot anything off. 

For your safety, and to give your neighbors some peace of mind, I talked to some fireworks 
experts and compiled a list of pro-tips. 

Norwalk Police Chief Greg Staples and Fire Chief Ryan Coburn gave some especially 
helpful advice. They’ll be patrolling the only city in the metro that has no limits on the use of 
fireworks, other than what’s written in the Iowa Code. 

It’s useful advice, no matter where you plan on launching. 

•Don’t light your neighbor’s trees, houses or tempers on fire 

In other words, be aware that fireworks explode they’ll rain down ashes and hot debris. 
Staples said the person who is lighting off fireworks is responsible for picking up all of the 
litter they create. 

He also suggested dunking the debris in a bucket of water before throwing it in your trash 
can. 

If it’s a windy night, Staples said, it’s not a good idea to light fireworks at all because you 
can’t control where the debris and ashes land or what the wind is going to do at a specific 
moment in time. 

•If you can see the bomb, the bomb can see you 

It’s a piece of advice Staples said is repeated by bomb experts. It’s not totally practical for 
fireworks, but the theory is still the same. If you can see a firework and it explodes 
unexpectedly or is pointed in the wrong direction, you could potentially be hit by it. 

“They’re an explosive and you need to take that into consideration and be at a safe 
distance,” Staples said. “With bottle rockets and some of your low-level launchers, you 
want them to go straight up in the air. They don’t go straight up if they’re not point straight 
up. If they’re slanted in the bottle or whatever you’re launching from, they’re going to fly 
crooked.” 

•You’re doing it wrong if the firework is ever pointed at your face 

This seems obvious, but according to Coburn the top two fireworks related injuries are to 
the hands and face. 



To prevent that, never pick up a firework. And never hover over one after it’s been lit. If a 
firework doesn’t explode, the general advice is to wait at least 20 minutes and dunk it into a 
bucket of water. Never try to light a firework twice. 

Also, be aware of what’s around you. Coburn said to double check you’re not detonating 
fireworks around flammable liquids or anything that’s combustible or flammable. 

•No one likes reading the instructions, but do it anyway 

“Follow the directions on the products themselves,” Coburn said. “Most injures come from 
careless use or reckless use.” 

He said make sure you know if the fireworks have a firing device that’s supposed to be 
used, or if you’re supposed to provide your own. 

Generally, he said, don’t shoot fireworks off from glass or metal containers. 

•Your neighbors aren’t following the rules? Call them in 

On the Saturday and Sunday before July 4th, and on the 4th of July, you can explode 
fireworks until 11 p.m. It’s 10 p.m. any other day around July 4th. 

If they’re going off after 11 p.m., Staples encourages people to call their local police. 

Also, you can’t light fireworks everywhere. 

You can’t launch them from public property or from private property that you don’t own 
unless you have permission. 

“If you’re planning on setting them up in the middle of a public cul-de-sac you can’t,” 
Staples said. “You can’t do it from a city park, you can’t do it from the street or your 
sidewalk, any other public property, or any other private property unless you have 
permission.” 

Staples said the city of Norwalk, specifically, was very lenient with its laws because council 
members want people to have fun. 

“But, all of us understand that if the community can’t act responsibly with fireworks, 
legislation could be enacted to stop it,” Staples said. “We encourage everyone to be 
responsible, safe, and follow the laws because we want to be able to do this each year.” 

 


